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Minutes of the Property Officer Network meeting 

held at Darebin City Council on Friday 20 April 2007 at 1.30pm
 

PRESENT
Michael Craighead Frankston-Chairperson* 
Andrew Mackinnon Moreland*
Jeanette Blackwood JPM Property Solutions*
Jennifer Patterson Darebin*
Jim Houlahan Mornington Peninsula Shire
Jennie Kaye-Wood Moonee Valley
Marg Hibberd         Moonee Valley
Ray King Manningham
Sally Naughton Bayside
Stewart Reid     Bayside
Chris Court Yarra
David Wright Bendigo
Kelly Caruso Darebin
Jeanette Kringle Banyule
David Griffin Port Phillip
Fran Smdenaars East Gippsland
Fergus Chisholm Glen Eira
Don Quattrochi Brimbank
Chris Karagiannis Brimbank
 

*denotes members of executive group(for contact purposes)
 

APOLOGIES
 

Karlene Beaton -Mornington Peninsula 
Bruce Rendall-Glen Eira
 

PRESENTATION BY Mr Nick Mazzarella Manager Major Projects Darebin City
 

 

Nick thanked the group for the oppurtunity to outline Darebins plans for the redevelopment of its Preston Civic Precinct. Nick referred to a power point presentation and explained the various aspects of the plan and the Councils aspirations for the development of the area.
-Issues of particular note were the negotiations with australia post central to the development options
-Pedestrian acccess through the area and connectivity with the market
-car parking provision and inclusion of commercial/residential infill possibly including low cost housing to encase the car park
-provision of a community services hub
-consolidation of council services
-improved access and useability of civic forecourt
-future development of existing civic centre sites
 

Mr mazzarella fielded a significant number of questions in relation to the development indicative of the groups interest in the matters raised.The chairperson thanked Mr Mazzarella for his presentation which was well receievd by the group.
 

Presentation by Paul Rosario Senior Government Analyst local government-Draft guidelines for the sale and exchange of land
 

Paul referred to the draft guidelines and stated he was the author of the guidleines. He stated the guidelines came about following concerns raised by the auditor general in his report regarding the sale of the lakes entrance offices by the the East Gippsland Shire and earlier issues that had been well documented in regard to the Shire of Moyne. Paul advised that the auditors report was on the website for those that had not read it and it was critical in respect to a number of adminstrative errors by the council in relaiton to the sale of this site and recommended that the government give consideration to sales of land above 250k being subject to the land monitor and state government guidelines.
 

The government was not keen on this action and instead proposed guuideines which he drafted in conjunction with  representative of the land monitor .
 

Paul acknowledged that the guidelines had been drafted without specific knowledge of local government practices and that input from councils was required to refine the guidelines into a working document. Paul made it clear that the guidelines were just that and that councils were free to adopt in part,in full,or not at all the guidelines provided that they had some policy in place to deal with sale processes to ensure that there was a clear audit trail which would with stand public scrutiny and that councils maximised sale proceeds.
 

Paul stated that only three submissions had been receieved and welcomed feedback from all councils.
 

Members of the group made it clear to Paul that they had significant concerns about the 'guidelines' becoming 'the standard'.
Members would welcome the rewriting of the guidelines in a manner similar to the DHS contaminated soil guidelines.  
Concerns were also raised about the following matters: -
-variety of sale processes of councils in response to varying circumstances.  
-any compulsion to rezone/clean up the site or subdivide to maximise returns.  
-Intervention of the government in a matter largely freed up by the enabling LGA act 1989.
 

The chairperson thanked Paul for his attendance and indicated that a draft submission prepared by members of the executive would be discussed immediately following the presentation and that a submission from the group and possibly other councils would be forthcoming.
 

Following the presentation, the group disucssed how to proceed to formulate its response and in particular the draft response. Following discussion it was agreed that the executive re-draft the submission with amendment to include the following:
-reference to the guidelines being guidelines/no compulsion to adopt
-soften the language similar to DHS soil contamination guidelines
-general support for guidelines on this basis
-keep it at a high level document not the nitty gritty
 

                                                                                                                                                     Action: Executive
 

General Business
 

Future Meeting Arrangements
The chairperson invited Andrew Mackinnon to provide details of plans for meetings during 2007. Andrew advised that the next meeting would be on 7 June. The theme for the meeting would be "Activity Centres and Major projects - from a property perspective" . The meeting will be an all day meeting. Venue TBA. An agenda will be circulated in the weeks prior. 
A copy of the calendar of events is on the LGPro forum. 
 

Note, the September and December meetings have swapped.  can you also please do this on the web site and then delete this note?thanks
 

 

                                                                                                                                                     Action: Executive
Retail Tenancies Act
Don Quattrocchi from Brimbank distributed copies of correspondence and notes of a meeting between Councils CEO,himself and Mr David Latinna Executive Director Office of Small Business. Don referred to the recent supreme court decision and its implications on councils in relation to the management of community not for profit leases and urged councils to request the MAV to take the matter up with Mr Latina.
 

Following discussion members of the group agreed that there were implications of councils and that representations should be made to the MAV/Office of Small Business.
 

                                                                                                                                                    Action: All/Executive
 

Proposed joint use commercial development of a tennis complex
Stewart Reid Manager Properties at Bayside City sought advice from any of the group on their experience in relation to joint use commercial development of facilities and briefly outlined a proposal in relation to an ageing tennis complex. A number of people offerred their advice during and after the meeting and Stewart is to follow up on these leads. Any members of the group who may wish to share their experience with similar commercial arrangements should contact Stewart direct on SReid@bayside.vic.gov.au.
 

 

Section 24A Subdivisions Act
David Wright expressed some concerns about the planners interpretation of this section in relation to vesting of reserves.
Michael Craighead reminded the group that he had raised this matter several months ago and had asked for members to support Frankstons submission and lobby the MAV to seek a change to the state section of the planning scheme to not require notice to adoining owners, the original subdivider(often deceased/ceased trading) and notice in the press and to seek some commonality accross the state as to how planners were meant to interpret this section. One option being considered was the issue of a practice note to the planners.
 

Following discussion it was agreed that we make further representations to the MAV and request LGPRO take the matter up on our behalf.
                                                                                                                                           
                                                                                                                                                       Action: Executive
 

Ps-The following email advice was received from Liz Johnstone MAV Senior Planning Advisor
 

'The MAV Board Planning Advisory Group considered this matter and was very supportive, as was Peter Allen, from DSE who was present.

I will draft a letter to DSE from Rob Spence to Genevieve Overell.

Would you like to see the draft?'
Seems like we might have made progress on this matter finally.
Close of meeting
The chairperson closed the meeting thanking the City of Darebin and in particular Jennifer Paterson for making the meeting room  lunch and drinks available and invited all to share a drink and network with colleagues.
The meeting closed at 4.15pm.
Next Meeting
 June 6 2007 All day- location to be advised
