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How to be a FuturistHow to be a FuturistHow to be a FuturistHow to be a Futurist

1. Call yourself a futurist

S d ll t i2. Sound really certain

3. Avoid any detail 

4. Be hazy about timing

5. Wear glasses

6. Grow a beard

7. Say things that are 
difficult to disprove
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5 Trends for the Future5 Trends for the Future5 Trends for the Future5 Trends for the Future

• Demographics• Demographics 
• The Environment
• Global Connectivity• Global Connectivity
• Power Shift Eastwards

GRIN T h l i• GRIN Technologies 
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Demographic shiftsDemographic shiftsDemographic shiftsDemographic shifts

•Increasing life-spans 
D li i f tilit•Declining fertility

•Cotton wool kids
•Rise in singlesRise in singles
•Increased immigration
•Household fragmentation
•Retirement funding?
•Grey politics
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The EnvironmentThe Environment

The Environment• Environmental change
• Resource shortages• Resource shortages
• Resource nationalism
• Carbon economyy
• Increased regulation 
• Peak oil 

P k t (l b li ?)• Peak water (labeling?)
• Wilder weather
• Rise of eco-cynicsRise of eco cynics
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Global ConnectivityGlobal ConnectivityGlobal ConnectivityGlobal Connectivity

• 1b PCs & 4b mobiles
• e-governmente government
• Attention spans
• Rising transparency
• Rise of localism
• Virtual services
• Open innovation• Open innovation
• Volatility 
• e-payments
• Digital nomads
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Power Shift EastwardsPower Shift EastwardsPower Shift EastwardsPower Shift Eastwards

O i• Outsourcing 
• Immigration?
• Asian values
• Resource nationalism
• Protectionist 

backlash?
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GRIN TechnologiesGRIN Technologies

•Genetic prophesy 
•Robots in caring roles•Robots in caring roles
•Nano-materials
•Web 2.0
•ID theft
•Cyber-crime
Pay as you go services•Pay-as-you-go services

•Flight to the physical
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(Last 12(Last 12 18 months)18 months)(Last 12(Last 12--18 months)18 months)

•Cheap is cool
•Trading down
•Second-hand
•Binning the bling•Binning the bling
•Consuming at home
•Expecting lessg
•Interest rates?
•Inflation?
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The WorkplaceThe Workplace

•Skills shortages
•Outsourcing•Outsourcing 
•Automation
•Workplace diversityp y
•More part-time workers
•More feminine
Fl ibl t t•Flexible contracts

•Purpose
•Gen YGen Y
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Scenario matrix created by Richard Watson, Oliver Freeman and Wayde Bull
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Wild dWild dWild dWildcards…Wildcards…Wildcards…

•Energy price spikes 
•Radical greeningRadical greening
•Electricity shortages
•Extended drought
I t t b t•Internet brownouts

•Global pandemics
•Collapse of US/China
•Generational conflicts
•Terrorism
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Or…Or…


